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Following the launch of our book about the site, kindly hosted by the Foresters Arms, we have received 
a number of contributions from local people. We are grateful for these as they are adding to the store of 
social history, as well as enhancing our understanding of the area’s architectural development. Here are 
some of the themes so far … … 
 

Substantial buildings in the gardens: A feature of the area is the presence of a number of quite 
substantial buildings to the rear of some properties. They appear to have had a variety of uses, including 
clearly intended living accommodation, and some may have been utilitarian in use, as bake-houses for 
instance. We would be grateful for any further information on these structures. 
 

 
 

We are indebted to Ashley for some of this information. Number 17, in common with another property, 
number 8, is available as a holiday let, see www.castleroadcottages.com  

         

http://www.castleroadcottages.com/
http://www.castleroadcottages.com/hope-cottage/


John of Castle Road has told us of another address with a smaller cottage ‘in the garden’ - number 68.  
He has supplied us with the photograph below. The sign reads “PURE MILK & NEW LAID EGGS” 
 

 
 

An interesting webpage to visit is 
http://www.colchesterhistoricbuildingsforum.org.uk/drupal/featured_article_gallery_indiv?title=Roman%20and%20
Castle%20Roads:%20a%20Victorian%20housing%20estate%20under%20the%20spotlight 
which is a case study by Frank Black for the Colchester Historic Buildings Forum. 
Other useful and informative links are available through Colchester Archaeological Trust, such as … 
http://cat.essex.ac.uk/reports/CAT-report-0158.pdf 
which is just one of a number of reports on investigations in the area. 

http://www.colchesterhistoricbuildingsforum.org.uk/drupal/featured_article_gallery_indiv?title=Roman%20and%20Castle%20Roads:%20a%20Victorian%20housing%20estate%20under%20the%20spotlight
http://www.colchesterhistoricbuildingsforum.org.uk/drupal/featured_article_gallery_indiv?title=Roman%20and%20Castle%20Roads:%20a%20Victorian%20housing%20estate%20under%20the%20spotlight
http://cat.essex.ac.uk/reports/CAT-report-0158.pdf


Car Free: Rosie has provided us with this wonderfully uncluttered view of Roman Rd which was given 
to her by Jim Nichols, who lived at number 43 for approximately 40 years until his death in 2011. 
 

 
 

A century of family connections: Roger has told us about Samuel and Sarah Jenkinson. Samuel was 
born in 1847 and grew up at 7 Castle Road. Sarah Reynolds was born in 1849 and lived at East Hill and 
Priory Street. They married in 1875 at St James’s Church, East Hill. Samuel was a carpenter. In 1890 
they bought a plot of land for £73:10s and built the house that is now 11 Roman Road. They lived there 
for the rest of their lives, Samuel dying in 1927 and Sarah in 1934.  
 

Their only child, Ernest, was born in 1876, and married Ellen Phillips in 1911. Ernest and Ellen lived 
for a while in 3 Roman Road, but moved to Wivenhoe shortly afterwards when Ernest was appointed 
manager of the Co-Op store there. Ernest inherited 11 Roman Road when Sarah died, and let it out. In 
1940 he bought 12 Roman Road for £375. Ernest died in 1944, and in 1946 his widow and their 
daughter, Janet, moved into no.11. Janet married Denis Walling in 1947, and they remained in 11 
Roman Road the rest of their lives, Denis dying in 1998 and Janet in 2011. A granddaughter now 
occupies no.11, the fifth generation of the same family to live there in 123 years. 
 

           
 

 
 



And a glimpse of the area wouldn’t be complete without a mention of the local pub, the Foresters Arms. 
 

 
 

We are grateful to Jess Jephcott and his website  http://www.camulos.com/  where a rich variety of visual 
material covering Colchester’s history can be found. 
Details of the licensees between 1870 and 1937 can be found on the pub history website: 
http://pubshistory.com/EssexPubs/Colchester/forester.shtml 
 

 
www.greyfriarscolchester.org.uk 

HAVE YOU SEEN THE WHOLE BOOK YET? ONLY £10 FROM RED LION BOOKS OR THE FORESTERS ARMS.

http://www.camulos.com/
http://pubshistory.com/EssexPubs/Colchester/forester.shtml
http://www.greyfriarscolchester.org.uk/

