
Grey Friars Convent School 1911 
These post cards have been discovered, giving brief snapshots of life at the convent school. 

 

 

  

The census of 1911 shows occupation of both Grey Friars (including Hillcrest) and All Saints 
House by the nuns for their convent and school. 
 

It states that there are 57 people in residence across 36 rooms occupied in Grey Friars and 8 
rooms in All Saints House. Unfortunately it does not differentiate between types of 
accommodation.  
 

The nuns (described as ‘inmates’) number 25, aged between 27 and 70 years. 15 were French, 5 
British, 2 Irish, a Syrian and a Belgian.  
 

A further 3 ‘inmates’ are described as teachers and are listed with the schoolchildren. 26 pupils 
aged 11-18 years were recorded; 12 from France, 11 from England (including three sisters aged 11, 
13 and 18) and 3 from Ireland. There were 3 visitors, all single women aged 24, 26 and 35. 
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Translation of message: 
Card posted July 23rd 1911 

Sunday.      My dear Anne-Marie 
Just a short note to give you my news. 
Yesterday …… was a delightful day which 
I will tell you about. All the Manier family 
arrived.  
When are you leaving for Boulogne?  
Yesterday I received your lovely letters; 
thank you. The jobs/tasks will be done.  
I was very annoyed to hear that poor 
Charlotte has not looked after this photo 
carefully for me. See you soon.  
The children are leaving tomorrow at 2 
o’clock, after prayers.  
With love, Suzy. 
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My dear Aunt 
 
I chose this 
postcard to send 
you my thanks 
because this Christ 
(previously in our 
house in England) 
is now in 
Boulogne. Perhaps 
you have seen it; it 
will remind you of 
Anne-Marie.  
 
Thank you for your 
long letter and the 
photos; I’m 
returning the ones 
that I enjoyed 
seeing. Thank you 
also for the book 
of stamps.  
 
I’m delighted at the 
prospect of your 
visit and thank you 
for that in advance.  
 
I received a note 
from Claire and 
from Anne-Marie 
to whom I have 
also written, 
something I do not 
often do! But we 
know that we often 
meet at the 
Tabernacle. I am 
praying for Jean.  
 
With much love, 
your niece, 
Yvonne. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

An analysis of our current knowledge of this period is available in the book of our project. 
We would be most grateful for any further contributions regarding the convent era. 

access.books@btinternet.com       www.greyfriarscolchester.org.uk 
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