
They all called Grey Friars home 
Nearly 2,000 years of occupation of this corner of Colchester 

 
THE ROMAN PERIOD … … 

 
Circa AD60/61 Boudicca’s forces 
destroyed the town, including the 
Romans’ Temple of Claudius. 
 

MEDIAEVAL PERIOD … … 

 
After 1066 Normans built a castle on the 
remains of the Roman Temple and most 
of the land around came under Crown 
control (Grey Friars circled). 
GEORGIAN PERIOD … … 

 
Dr Robert Potter owned the estate in the 
1700s and sold to Rev John Halls. 
 

VICTORIAN & EDWARDIAN PERIODS: 

 
One notable owner from the 1850s to 1870s 
was Stephen Brown, local silk industrialist. 

(Print: Essex Record Office I/Mb 90/1/168) 

 

 
After Boudicca’s attack, by AD70, a 
defensive wall was built. Its n/e corner, 
later to become Grey Friars, is circled. 
 

 
Possible layout of the friary buildings 
developed between the 1200s and the 
1500s - until Henry VIII’s dissolution. 

(Conjecture courtesy John Ashdown-Hill) 
 

 
By 1755 Halls had built this imposing home, 
extended by a ‘Garden front’ (below) in1780. 

 
 
 

 
Dr Edward Living Fenn’s family were the 

last to call Grey Friars their home.  
He was a prominent local physician. 

(Photo courtesy Fenn family archives) 

 
A typical domestic Roman street, such as 
may have been there until the early 400s.  

(All paintings courtesy Peter Froste) 

 
By the 1700s remaining buildings were in 

ruin with materials re-used elsewhere. 
(Drawing by W.Stukeley 1718) 

 

  
Revs Smythies and Marsden were just two of 
the many tenants and owners (mostly clerics 
and military people) following the Halls family 
who left the house in the 1790s. 

 
The northern part of the site was a botanical garden 
from 1824 – 1851. Following failure of the venture, 
the Roman and Castle Roads estate was built. 
(Drawing of area now part of Roman Rd by J.Parish) 

 

 
The 100 years of educational use began 
when the Convent of Nazareth extended the 
buildings and founded a school in 1904. 

(Postcard of the early 1900s, showing the newly-
completed buildings in a street scene including the 
Corporation’s electric tramway which ran 1904-29.) 

From 1920-57 Colchester County High School for Girls was in residence; followed by Philip Morant and Monkwick Schools, the Technical College and Colchester Senior 
Evening Institute sharing the buildings, until, from 1965, adult education had more and more usage. It eventually became the Adult Community College, completing a 40-
year tenure. Essex County Council reorganised adult education in 2005, closed the college, and eventually vacated and sold the premises in 2007. The whole range of 
buildings has now been sensitively and tastefully refurbished as a hotel, restaurant and meeting place and is open once more for the public to enjoy its Georgian elegance. 

<Gatehouse to High St 
Roman Rd area 


