
 

1911 

 

 
Sunday.  
My dear Anne-Marie  
 

Just a short note to give you my news. Yesterday 
…… was a delightful day which I will tell you about. 
All the Manier family arrived.  
 

When are you leaving for Boulogne? Yesterday I 
received your lovely letters; thank you. The 
(jobs/tasks) ? will be done.  
 

I was very annoyed to hear that poor Charlotte has 
not looked after this photo carefully for me. See you 
soon.  
 

The children are leaving tomorrow at 2 o’clock, after 
(prayers) ?.  With love, Suzy. 
 

Card posted July 23rd 1911:  
Could it have been sent by the teacher pictured 
in the class photo?  
References to ‘this photo’ and ‘the children’ 
seem to suggest that the writer is featured in the 
photograph and it was not written by a pupil. 
 

      
 

1911 
 

 
 

“Lots of love to you, little Me’e(?), and to Claude. 
I’ve marked our bedroom with a cross.” 
 

The card is posted in Colchester at 5.45pm on July 
24th 1911 and sent to an address in Paris.  
 

The census of 1911 indicates that one of these girls 
was a 15-year-old (Marguerite Rameau) who might 
have been a pupil boarding at the nuns’ school in 
1911, or even a novice nun in training. 
 
 

 
 

Another card, not illustrated, again in French, which 
may have been from one of the nuns, was posted on 
April 2nd 1906 to Belgium. It reads,  
 

“My very dear Marthe for a long time I have wanted 
to write to you, but I did not have the time from one 
Sunday to the other, and time has passed.  
Milly, without a doubt, has said to you that I will not 
return at Easter, but I am sure that the time that I 
will spend here in England will be very pleasant and 
interesting – doubtless it will include several little 
journeys and we will spend a day in London.  
There will always be plenty to do.  
I would be very happy to receive all your news. 
Friendly memories, Sheila.”  
 

Perhaps a small pocket rosary found under the Grey 
Friars floorboards (see Appendix to book and 
website) belonged to one of the child boarders, a 
nun who looked after them, or a novice nun. 
 
 
 



1912 

 
 

All three of us send our love to you and the little ones 
and our best wishes to Maurice. We will finish the week 
in England. The weather is fine but very cold. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Grey Friars’ Convent Era 
 In 1903 a group of nuns left France to settle in 
Colchester and eventually purchased Grey Friars and 
Hillcrest, contracting local builder Robert Beaumont 
to join the two houses, build extensions and convert 
the premises to a convent and school in 1904.  
 

 
 

It is said that only lay sisters were allowed to leave 
the building and the only male allowed in was Dr 
Nicholson from Gate House, nuns instructing 
builders through an iron grille.  
 

 
 

It seems likely that Hillcrest was used as the convent 
and the remainder of the complex for the boarding 
and day school. A piscina (holy water basin) and 
confessional space are still evident in a corridor 
joining Hillcrest and the school’s chapel and 
assembly hall. 
 

 
 

When the nuns returned to France in 1919/20, 
following a rather troublesome and not very lucrative 
sale of the premises to Essex County Council, their 
belongings reputedly filled two barges at the Hythe. 



After 1919 … 
 
 

 

 
 

 

My dear Aunt 
I chose this postcard to send you my thanks 
because this Christ (previously in our house 
in England) is now in Boulogne. Perhaps you 
have seen it; it will remind you of Anne-
Marie.  
 

Thank you for your long letter and the 
photos; I’m returning the ones that I enjoyed 
seeing. Thank you also for the book of 
stamps.  
 

I’m delighted at the prospect of your visit 
and thank you for that in advance.  
 

I received a note from Claire and from Anne-
Marie to whom I have also written, 
something I do not often do! But we know 
that we often meet at the Tabernacle. I am 
praying for Jean.  
 

With much love, your niece, Yvonne. 
 

 
 

This card was probably sent after the nuns’ 
departure from Colchester.  
 

The reference to “this Christ previously in our 
house in England” suggests this. 
 

It may have been taken back to France and 
subsequently sent internally (using an envelope). 
 
 

This resource is produced as part of the “Sharing Heritage” community history learning project, supported by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and presented by Colchester’s adult education charity number 1095713. 

 

The artefacts, translations, research and  
information appearing in this publication have 
been freely shared by people and organisations 
throughout the local community. 
 
To access the whole story of this fascinating site 
see the book “GREY FRIARS, COLCHESTER’S 
FORGOTTEN CORNER” available from Red Lion 
Books, High Street, Colchester or enquire at  
 

access.books@btinternet.com 
 

… visit     www.greyfriarscolchester.org.uk 
 

… and we are now on Facebook  
 

www.facebook.com/greyfriarscolchester 
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