
MYSTERY PHOTO – Can you help to identify it? 
 

This photo was discovered during alterations to Grey Friars in the 1990s. 
 

A partition wall was being removed to open up a ground-floor room at the rear of the 
house, returning it to its original dimensions. Wedged in a gap, what at first seemed to be a 
cheap print of a ‘view’ turned out to be a picture cut from a magazine, pasted over a 
carefully-mounted photograph. 
 

The board backing the photograph was badly damaged, but just about readable in the corner 
was an embossed name: 

Oscar Way  ROYAL STUDIO, COLCHESTER. 
The photograph shows 20 men and 2 women, formally posed in an outdoor setting. The 
men appear to range from teenage to elderly. It may be recording something like a works 
outing. The two women appear to be wearing some kind of uniform (see enlarged images 
below).  
 

If the photo pre-dates the conversion of Grey Friars into a school (hence the sub-division of 
the room) it must have been taken before 1904. 
 

 
 
Some questions are therefore posed: 
• Can the photo be dated using the clothing as a guide? 
• What could be the role of the women, and what is their uniform? 
• Can the origin of the group be traced? 
• What may be their connection with Grey Friars? 



Some information which may be of help concerns the last family to live at Grey Friars, 1891-
1903. The owner was Dr Edward Liveing Fenn, a physician connected with the hospital in 
Lexden Road. He was a magistrate and active in various ways in social, religious and 
philanthropic circles. One of his sons (not identified in the picture) became an engineer 
following an apprenticeship at Paxman’s. Dr Fenn also had connections in Nayland, 
inheriting property and moving there after Grey Friars. 
 
We would be most grateful for any help in interpreting the photograph. You can get more 
information on our project on the social history of Grey Friars and contact us in various 
ways –  
through our website:  

www.greyfriarscolchester.org.uk 
or via Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/greyfriarscolchester 
or email:  

greyfriarshistory@btinternet.com 
 

– all contacts would be very welcome. 
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