
Grey Friars 
Architectural Features - 

Second Floor 
We are pleased to be able to publish this resource sharing 
the design and craftsmanship of the Georgian period in 
evidence at Grey Friars. Joan Gurney and photographer 
Chris Farndell explore some of the many valuable 
features in these three documents. Our project team very 
much appreciate the support and co-operation of the 
Hotel owners, management and staff in sharing this 
valuable example of Colchester’s architectural heritage. 
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The furniture hoist on the 2nd floor,  
with the arched glass door behind. 

 
Below: Close-up of the winding mechanism 
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The balustrade at the top of the servants’ 

staircase on the second floor, preserved at the 
suggestion of English Heritage as an example  

of Chinese Chippendale. 
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The fireplace in the servants’ quarters on the 

second floor. Only one ‘room’ had a fireplace – 
could this be the Housekeeper’s? 
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The staircase from the former college art room, 

joining Grey Friars to the top floor of  
Hillcrest next door. 
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A roofscape from one of the windows  
of the former college Yoga room,  
now made into three bedrooms. 
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View from the east wing on the second floor 
showing the dormer windows of the servant’s 
quarters and the dome above the stairwell. The 

dome provides natural light for the main 
staircase – which would most likely have been 

originally lit from a Venetian window, removed 
when the Garden Front was added in 1780. 

 
Below: 

Servants during the Fenn family’s tenure:  
possibly resident in the top floor rooms? 

 

 
 

 
62 

The rainwater head on the west side of the 1755 
building (IHE = John and Elizabeth Halls) 
encroached upon by the brickwork of the 

Garden Front extension. 
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Rainwater head on east side of 1755 building, 
unharmed by 1780 extension. 
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The back staircase spiralling upwards in the 
1904 school extension west wing. 


