
Colchester County High School for Girls (CCHS) – more material 
 

As part of our ongoing “Sharing Heritage” social history project, we are constantly sorting through 
material relevant to the Grey Friars site, with a view to eventually handing it over fully archived, to the 
Essex Record Office. 
 

  
 

Following a lecture to Lexden History Society earlier this year, we received another blast from the past. 
Janet Lord (formerly Moore) has provided this charming photo of Lower 4A in 1950, posing on the lawn 
behind Grey Friars. 
 
There’s plenty more about CCHS on  www.GreyFriarsColchester.org.uk 
You could look through ‘Resources’ or put CCHS into the ‘Search’ facility (both on top menu) to see what we have so far.  
 

But there’s still plenty to record – and here is the place for it – so why not get in touch now? 
 

For example, did your older sisters or mother travel to Grey Friars on a tram? The picture shows a tram 
approaching Grey Friars from the North Station. They ran from 1904 to 1929. 
 

   

Marked “Winter uniform 1924” this photo was in a box 
of papers saved from the skip when Grey Friars was 
being sold by Essex County Council. We believe it 
shows a CCHS Lower School (Grey Friars) pupil and 
her parents. Any other information, comments, 
memories or other documents would be most welcome. 
 

http://www.greyfriarscolchester.org.uk/


Or 20 to 40 years later on, perhaps you travelled on one of these wonderful icons of country bus travel 
(Eastern National, Norfolk’s, Osborne’s, Theobald’s, Chambers’, Hedingham, Went’s, Rule’s or Vine’s 
etc etc?). By the way, just look at the dents in the roofs of the double-deckers, from the country lane 
trees. Or perhaps you rode on a shiny maroon and cream Corporation bus, the pride of Colchester? 
 

       
 
And perhaps you used one of these tickets – found under the floorboards in one of the front rooms when being 
refurbished for the present hotel. You’ll see that three of them are Corporation transport, pre-dating when the 
company became Colchester Borough Transport. The other is a ‘Bell Punch’-style Eastern National ticket. 
 

 
 

Or do you remember the bell rung for ‘silence’ and ‘permission to talk’ at mealtimes in the Refectory? It still exists! 
 

 

Do you or friends/family have photos or documents 
which we could share on our website and Facebook page?  

If so we’d love to hear from you on  

GreyFriarsHistory@btinternet.com  

or you could use the contact buttons on the website 

www.GreyFriarsColchester.org.uk 
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