
The former ROMAN URN PUBLIC HOUSE 
From 1824 to 1851 the lower area of the Grey Friars site (sometimes known as Priory Fields) was laid out as 
the Colchester Botanical Garden, designed to combine a nursery, pleasure gardens and botanical 
educational facility. Despite many efforts to keep going, the costs of maintenance were never met with 
income and the Gardens became bankrupt. The land was purchased by the National Freehold Land Society 
which sold off plots to a wide range of builders and developers who set them out as Castle and Roman 
Roads, although for decades afterwards the area was known locally as ‘The Botanic’. A number of the 
residents ran ‘cottage industries’ such as a milk distribution service, a bakery, a tailor, a pullets and eggs 
merchant and a photographic business – and one resident, in Roman road, applied for a licence to brew 
and sell alcohol . Later, circa 1881, two cottages in Castle Road were combined to form The Foresters. This, 
combined with other similar businesses locally, may have contributed to the demise of the Roman Urn. 

  
 
There have been various owners / licensees / residents of this building in Roman Road …  
1862  - J H Naylor was the first to be granted a licence. 
1864 – scandal when an illegitimate child of Naylor’s was delivered by a carter sent by the mother. 
1867 – landlord was John Hurrell.  
1870 – court case as Hurrell accused of removing and secreting assets prior to bankruptcy sale. 
1871 – Mr Gooding 1872 - Mr Crabb 1876 – Mr Nicholls  
1876 – Landlord Edward James summoned for allowing his ponies to stray. 
1878 – Johnson (various)  1882 – Mr Ciccoganani 1886 – Mr Butcher 
1899 – closed.  Now a private residence. 
 

 



 
 

     1862 
 

 

 

                                            1864 

 

1870 

 

1876 

 

 

 

With thanks to the current resident who came out to tell 
us some of the history during the 2023 Heritage Open 
Day guided walk around the former Grey Friars site. 
HOD events are held in September every year under a 
national scheme: Homepage    

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/

