The former ROMAN URN PUBLIC HOUSE

From 1824 to 1851 the lower area of the Grey Friars site (sometimes known as Priory Fields) was laid out as
the Colchester Botanical Garden, desighed to combine a nursery, pleasure gardens and botanical
educational facility. Despite many efforts to keep going, the costs of maintenance were never met with
income and the Gardens became bankrupt. The land was purchased by the National Freehold Land Society
which sold off plots to a wide range of builders and developers who set them out as Castle and Roman
Roads, although for decades afterwards the area was known locally as ‘The Botanic’. A number of the
residents ran ‘cottage industries’ such as a milk distribution service, a bakery, a tailor, a pullets and eggs
merchant and a photographic business — and one resident, in Roman road, applied for a licence to brew
and sell alcohol. Later, circa 1881, two cottages in Castle Road were combined to form The Foresters. This,

combined with other similar businesses locally, may have contributed to the demise of the Roman Urn.
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There have been various owners / licensees / residents of this building in Roman Road ...

1862 -J H Naylor was the first to be granted a licence.

1864 - scandal when an illegitimate child of Naylor’s was delivered by a carter sent by the mother.
1867 - landlord was John Hurrell.

1870 - court case as Hurrell accused of removing and secreting assets prior to bankruptcy sale.

1871 - Mr Gooding 1872 - Mr Crabb 1876 — Mr Nicholls
1876 — Landlord Edward James summoned for allowing his ponies to stray.
1878 - Johnson (various) 1882 - Mr Ciccoganani 1886 — Mr Butcher

1899 - closed. Now a private residence.
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Romax Urx, Romax Roap.—Mr PriLenick, in applying
on belalf of J. H. Kaylor for & license for this house, which is built
on the old Botanic Garden, said the Beneli were well aware that
b in which this hoose was sitoated hed entirely
sprung up within the last lew years, and that there was nota
poblie-house within some long distanee of it. He had o memorial
signed by all the persoms in the vicinity of the garden, and also
OliE B8 mm:mm'- character, ﬁnﬂé by the clergyman and

This being the whole of the applications, the Bench eon-
sulted for a short time, after which the uunnnidlumlnpﬁ
m-nmnuuthlltheﬂmdjwmnmwdyu{ nion that
whaole of the applications should be grented ; they gid that
with the t feeling that t wiers justified in coming to that
decision, the whole of applications had been &0 well
a1 by pood character.

Frocmi was hrancht nn an remand  sharend with
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Sixerrar Arreser 10 Disrose or o Cuico.
— A singnlar oeccurrence has taken place at .
Colchester. On Thursday evening, the 1ith inst.,
a little before eleven o'clock, ns a cab driver named
Pegazs, in the employ of Mr. W, G. Siggers, of Lion-
walk, was leaving the station-vard after the arrival
of the down mail, he was hailed by a female, who |
inquired if he was engaged, and asked to be driven
to the corner of Head-street, near the Fleece, where
she expected her husband to meet her, having (she
said) missed the quarter to eight train. She had a
hamper under her arm, and, opening the door her- |
self, she placed it in the eab and then got inalso. |
On getting out in Head-street she asked him if he |
would be sure and deliver the hamper that night
in the Botanic Garden. He said he thought the |
people it was for would be in bed, but she replied
* (h, no, for they keep a publie-house.” He mnutmnqu
Mr. Naylor's name, and she then said that was who it
was for, and asked him “ Will you be sure to deliver
it He said “ Yes,"” and having paid him 15.she went

away towards the Fleece, 1t being late he did not de-

was for, and asked him “ Will you be sure to deliver i.

it =" He said * Yes,” and having paid him 15 she went
away towards the Fleece, It being late he did not de-
liver the hamper according to promise, but left it
in the cab till the next morning, a little after eight
o'clock, when he took it to Mr. Naylor's, and left it

there. A very short time after this the hamper and |

its contenta—a living infant—were brought to the
police office by Mr. Naylor; and the result of a
conneil there held was to transfer the little stranger
to the Union-honse, where, according to present ap-
pearances, there is every prospect of its being
nursed np.  The hamper, besides a stuffing of hay or
straw, waa lined with ealico, in the fashion of a
eradle, with a pillow, &e.; and outside was a eagd
directed in a female hand—* Mr. Naylor, Roman

Urn, Botanic Gardens, Colchester, Fasex.’ Some
drug must have been administered to the child, nsit
i not awake nutil zome time after Leing brouzht

to the police office. The cabman was of opinion that |

the woman had not come off the train; and this
conelusion has been confirmed by the inquiries of
the police, who hLave ascertained that the hamper
had been purchased the same day of Mr. Sowman,
basket-maker, East-street—a cireumstance which
will probably lead to further discoverics im the
watter,
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& To the Editor of the Essex Standard.
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Bin,—As my unme bas appeared in your paper in connexion | |
v | With the above ease, way I request o ehort spaee in yoor |
eolomns to marrate s plain tale™ of the circumstances|i
¢ | which bave made Henjamio Hurrell the * nine dl}'l' talk™ if |
* | not the pine days’ wonder of Colehester? I shall extenuals | ]
i| nothing, neither shall T 36t down unght in waliee, for fietion ',
t | is not my forte, nor have I any taste therefor. The public of | |
+| Colehester, however, are entitled to a full and truthful expla- |
| mation of the whole eage, and that explanation I desire to |,
7| offer to those before whom T have for forty years appeared,
» | and in the same parish and towp, as an Auctioneer and Estate | |
i | Agent. i
r! Bome little time since I recelved instructions from Mr. |,
v G. E. Dighy, Solicitor, of Maldon, to offer for sale the Boman |
¢! Uro Iun, Botanic Garden, together with the brewing pll.nl‘..! |
B in oue entire lot; at the sale, however, it was arranged not to |
1 sell the plast with the honse, as a separate sale wonld be likely |,
e | to realise more for the mortgagee, The szle came off at the
| Wepgon and Horses Ino, when the property was sold for £540, |
I subsequently advertised the brewing plant o be suld at the |,
| house, on the 11th of July; but on the morning of the day of | |
pale I learnt that the brewing plant and & large quantity of ||
 the farnitare had been elandestinely removed by l?uru']l and
| others, Part of the things thos taken away were found ander | |
8o search warrant in a eottage at the Hvthe. which had been |
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|  Breavrxo Posies.—Edwaerd James, landlord of the
i Urn, Roman wis summoned for

gister had aceidentally lot them loose.—Mr. 8aviiL. Yonoknow
the animals are about the Botanic constantly. I have spoken
several constables about it.—The Head-Constable was sbout
pame remark. When not at work the ponies lived
the Botanic Garden,snd were a
noyance,—Defendant gaid be wonld take care not
E:.hmm.-mnnmhmmuhnm the first
the animals bad bean strayiog and the defendant did not
take proper eare to keep them secured. Hewonld be fined fa,

snd 9s. costs., or 7days' hard labour. The money was paid.

With thanks to the current resident who came out to tell
us some of the history during the 2023 Heritage Open
Day guided walk around the former Grey Friars site.
HOD events are held in September every year under a
national scheme: Homepage


https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/

